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cane, betel-nut, an:! * ther crops of high class. The Coerie
has a wonderful eye for irrigation possibilities, and this he

brought to bear in the Chandah district, selecting sites
between two ranges of hills, where a small embankment
would throw back a stream and provide him a lake to
supply the water for neighbouring village lands. So soon
as the lake had been made and the cultivation well started,
the village had been seized and made over by the Native
Government to some scoundrel about the Nagpore Court,,
who promptly sent down an agent to bleed the Coeries.
And this he generally did fairly thoroughly. Such was
the condition of things as found by me In Gurboree when
I went there early one hot-weather to determine the ques-
tion of Proprietary Right.

1 pitched  my camp  In  the  centre  of the tract, near a
beautiful lake, and spent some considerable time in riding
about, making inquiries and collecting information relating
to the Coeries, their doings and their claims.    In due course
a number of $falgQosars from Nagpore made their appear-
ance at my camp, having for the first time in their lives
come to see their estates in distant Chandah.    They were
nearly all of the same type: favourites of the old Court of an
undesirable class, dissipated, wretched creatures who were very
miserable in a jungle camp, and whose only interest in the
village was the amount of rupees their managers could squeeze
out  of the  cultivators  annually.     These  gentry pleaded;
through their  advocates, and   sometimes in person, their
long connection with the villages, ands asserting that they
had ever evinced the deepest interest in the country and their
tenantry, claimed that proprietary right should be bestowed
them.   On the other hand, the hard-working Coeries
prayed that they might be released from the yoke of these
absentee rack-renters, who had never helped them in any
who would not even contribute when necessary
. towards repairing the embankment of the lake'on which
lands depended for their irrigation.   The '
prove that their ancestors .bad ,